NORWICH BULLETIN LOCAL FRIDAY, MAY 21, 2004 « NorwichBulletn.com

Simmons votes against budget

By KATHERINE HUTT
scorr
Gannett News Service

WASHINGTON -~ U.S, Rep. Rob
Simmons was vne uof only nine
House Republicans who voted
against a fiscal 2005 federal budget
hlueprint this weele, saying it didn't
provide enpough money for pro-
grams important to his district,
such as educalivn and velerans'
health care,

“We can and should do better,”
Simmons, R-2nd District, saidina
statement Thursday.

The House voled 216-213 lale
Wednesday Lo give linal approval to
thie nonbinding budgel resolution,
which outlines plans for taxes and
spending.

"lwo months ago, Sirumons sided
with his parly In giving preliminary
approval Lo the budget resolution.

James Sullivan and Shaun Mc-
Nally, two Democrats who hope Lo
challenge Simmons in this fall's
eleclion, accused the two-lerm con-
gressman of changing his vote to
appeal to the mostly Democralic
volers in Lhe 2nd Distuict.

“Now that we're getting close to
the election, he flip-flops and votes
against virtually the same budget

“Yesterday’s budget vote is just armther

"example of Rob Simmons listening to the o
eteraris; educators and enwronmentallsts' :
who opposed the budget.” '

Todd Mitchell
Simmons' chlef of staff

that he voted for two months ago,”
said Sullivan, a financial adviser
who served two lermis on Lhe Nor-
wich Cily Council.

McNally, a former state repre-
sentative from Norwich, said Sin-
mons’ budget vote was "an elec-
tiun-year scam’ to make him ap-
pear more independent.

“He thinks he can have it both
ways and voters wun't nolice. He's
wrong,” McNally said.

Sunmons’ chief of staff, Todd
Mitchell, said the congressman has
a record of listening to his con-
stituents and casting independent
voles.

“Yesterday's budget vole is just
another example of Rob Simmons
listening Lo the veterans, educators
and environmentalists who op-

posed the hudget,” Mitchell said.
“IL seemns pactisan individuals are
foolishly criticizing Rob Simmuons
for doing his job and representing
the people of the 2nd District.”

Since only 25 percent of volers
in Simmons' district are Republi-
can, he is one of a dozen Republi-
can House members who are top
targets for Democrats in Lhis year's
eleclion,

Sullivan and McNally have crit-
icized Simmons, of Stonington, for
siding too often with his party. But
an analys:s in February by Uie non-
partisan Congressional Quarterly
magazine shows only Lwo otlier
Houge Republicans voted with
President Bush less often than
Simmons in the lust session of Con-
Bress.
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